LONGFORD MUNICIPAL DISTRICT

Corporate Affairs,


Aras an Chontae,

Please note change of date
LONGFOIRT.
to Thursday, 24th July 2014.

17th July 2014.
To:   Each Member of Longford Municipal District. 

Dear Member,

You are requested to attend Meeting of Longford Municipal District to be held in the Longford Municipal District Chamber, Market Square, Longford, on Thursday, 24th July 2014 at 4.00 p.m. to transact business, as set out on the Agenda hereunder.

Yours sincerely,
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_______________

Anne Lee,

Meetings Administrator.

AGENDA

Prayer before meeting.

1.
Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting of Longford Municipal District held on the 2nd July 2014  -  copy enclosed.
2.
Matters arising from Minutes.

3.
Sports Capital Programme  -  Grant Allocation to Muga Longford Town Park

(Letter dated 3rd July 2014 enclosed.)
4.
Longford Pool Construction Ltd.  -  Management Company.

5.
Notices of Motions submitted by Councillors, as listed hereunder  -


Councillor John Browne  - deferred from meeting on the 2nd July 2014.
“I propose that Longford County Council commence the process to amend the Parking Bye Laws for Longford Town to provide that the times for having to purchase a parking ticket will be from 11am to 4pm Monday to Saturday and that off street car parks will be free on Saturdays. I believe that these changes are needed to give an urgent boost to business in Longford Town and to encourage people to shop and do business in Longford.”

     Councillor Gerry Warnock  -  deferred from meeting on the 2nd July 2014
     Proposal for Paid Parking Reform in Longford Town  -

· Increase ‘discretionary period’ from 10 minutes to 20 minutes

This will offer greater flexibility for people availing of short stops in the town area.

· Reduce Operational Timeframe Window from the existing 8.30am – 6.30pm to 9.30am - 5.30pm 

This realignment will offer an extended flexibility either side of normal business hours and might help to cater for people wishing to stop off for coffee, refreshment or indeed meetings before or after working hours

· Provide an Annual Permit for people who have their principal residence within the Parking Zone Free of Charge for the family car. Also provide them with the option to purchase a ‘Visitors Permit’ for €50 per annum.

I believe that it is right and just that the family car be allowed a parking facility outside the residence free of charge. The option of the additional permit will help in the event of daytime visits from family, friends or tradesmen at work on a property.

· Provide the option of a Quarterly Permit for Off-Street Parking at a reduced rate of €100 per quarter. This permit would be valid for designated All Day Car Parks only.

This amendment will represent value for money for people who are working or shopping in town on a daily basis. Based on six day usage over a twelve month period, such a measure could represent a saving of over €200 to the customer. I also envisage that it will reduce the amount of fines issued by wardens and could reduce the councils enforcement costs over a prolonged period. A permit which covers the entire week may also influence permit holders to shop in Longford on a more regular basis.

· Ringfence a percentage of Income derived from Paid Parking for a new Local Business Incentive Scheme

This fund which was mooted at County Council level will be designed by each individual Municipal District to suit the requirements of their respective areas. The income derived from Paid Parking is essential to the development of the Longford Municipal District, as it represents the only source of income which will remain in its entirety within the MD. This discretionary income should be used for the development of the Longford MD and I believe that development of the commercial economy is essential to future prosperity. The percentage provided should reflect the sincerity of this Council on our commitment to assisting local commerce.

· Public Relations Campaign

I believe that a large amount of the negativity centred on paid parking is based around a lack of public information about the operation of the service. I have found that people are not aware of certain provisions such as the discretionary or grace period, or street to street movement on the same ticket. I believe that an information campaign informing people of the provisions laid out in the Parking Bye Laws and of how Longford has benefited from the funding over the last number of years would perhaps present an informed perspective of how essential this operation is to local development.”
 6.      A.O.B.
12
1

